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SUBJECT :PAPUA NEW GUINEA 1976 NATIONAL SEAS BILL 
REF: PORT MORESBY A-24 

DEPARTMENT CURRENTLY PREPARING PROTEST NOTES FOR STATES 
HAVING TERRITORIAL SEA CLAIMS GREATER THAN THREE NAUTICAL 
MILES. DEPARTMENT DESIRES TO DELIVER PROTEST NOTES PRIOR TO 
NEXT LAW OF THE SEA SESSION (COMMENCING MAY 23). IN DRAFT 
BILL (REFAIR) GPNG PROPOSING 12 MILE TERRITORIAL SEA. 

EMBASSY REQUESTED TO OBTAIN INFORMATION ON 1976 NATIONAL 
SEAS BILL RELATING TO (A) ENFORCEMENT DATE, (B) LAW OR 
PROCLAMATION NUMBER. PLEASE SEND INFORMATION AND COMPLETE 
TEXT OF LAW, IF PASSED, SOONEST TO INR/RGE. 
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